
 
Ms. Weeks’ ENG 121 FA18 Syllabus 

 

Ms. Weeks’ email is the very best way to reach her: weekscd@d11.org 
Class website for assignments and grades:  PPCC D2L, not Q or SharePoint or 365! 

 
General Description 
English Composition I emphasizes the planning, writing, and revising of compositions, including the development 
of critical and logical thinking skills.  This course includes a minimum of five compositions that stress research and 
analytical, evaluative, and persuasive/argumentative writing. Credit hours: 3.  
 
Additional Note:  Because our class days exceed 45 contact hours, our college class days will be primarily held 
M/W/F.  This means Tuesdays and Thursdays are “office hours” and a study hall for students to ask questions 
and continue work, but there will be no lectures on these days unless there is a schedule change as a result of 
snow or other school closure.  I can help students with other writing projects, too!.  Attendance is still mandatory. 
 
Colorado State Competencies:  The requirements in this course meet or exceed the critical thinking, reading, 
and written communication competencies established by the Colorado Commission on Higher Education for 
guaranteed transfer, general education courses in Communications 
 
Prerequisites 

 you have passed CCR 092 with a C or better, or 

 you have proof that you have tested out of the lower-level English courses, AND 

 your ACCUPLACER scores are at least 95 on sentence skills and 80 on reading  
Required Texts and Materials (These are to be left in your English classroom, or you may check them out to  

take home.) 
o From Inquiry to Academic Writing, PPCC customized text with supplemental readings, 2nd Ed. 
o The Little Seagull, 2nd Ed. 

 

General Course Objectives  
I. Learn Actively (Learning is a personal, interactive process that results in greater expertise and a more 

comprehensive understanding of the world.) 

 Read, annotate, analyze, question and reflect on a wide variety of texts to increase knowledge about self, 
others and the world 

 Engage in inquiry  

 Utilize college resources: Writing Center, Library, Oasis, tutors 

 Interpret, use, and manage course materials and technology as applicable (syllabus, assignment sheets, 
D2L, textbooks). Attend and participate in class regularly, conference with instructor/tutors, and meet 
assignment deadlines 

II. Think Critically and Creatively (Reason and imagination are fundamental to problem solving and critical 
examination of ideas.) 

 Analyze audience and purpose 

 Reflect upon choices in writing processes and products 

 Integrate own ideas with those of others 

 Support writing with logical reasoning and sufficient evidence 

 Understand relationships among language, knowledge and power in social contexts 

 Recognize one’s personal values and biases, and those of others, in making inferences and drawing 
conclusions about reading and writing 

III. Communicate with Clarity and Originality (The ability to exchange ideas and information is essential to 
personal growth, productive work and a democratic society.) 

 Use a personalized process and flexible strategies to create various texts (written, oral, aural, visual, etc.) 

 Draft multiple versions to complete a successful text: generate, revise, edit, and proofread 

 Compose a college-level essay 

 Shape writing with an awareness of audience and purpose 

 Apply criteria or standards for clear, original communication  

 Engage in the collaborative and social aspects of the writing process 

 Use technology to gather, process and communicate information 
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IV. Use Appropriate Conventions (The ability to select forms of communication which consider and balance 
personal preference, purpose and audience allows for more successful negotiation through our 
increasingly complex world.) 

 Demonstrate knowledge of genre conventions 

 Demonstrate knowledge of forms of analysis and argument 

 Adopt appropriate formats for different kinds of texts 

 Document sources appropriately 

 Control such surface features as syntax, grammar, punctuation and spelling 
 
 

Course Guidelines  
 
Workshops and Peer Reviews 
Mandatory writing workshops and peer editing workshops take place before the final draft is due.  The workshops 
provide opportunities to hear suggestions for revision before you turn in your essay for a grade, and there is no 
opting out of this.  Learning to edit and critique writing is one of the most valuable skills you can develop as a 
writer.  In addition, it is essential that you always write for an audience and purpose.  
 
Grading Distribution and Criteria       Letter Grades and Percentages 
  

Course Introduction   150 
Essay #1 Basic Argument   150  
Essay #2 Rhetorical Analysis 150  
Essay #3 Image Analysis/Speech 150 
Essay #4 Synthesis Argument  150 
Essay #5 Reflective    120 
121 Portfolio     100 
Warm-Ups and other in-class work            30 
Total                                   1000 

90%-100% = A exemplary     
80%-89%   = B above average   
70%-79%   = C passing                       
60%-69%   = D retake 121   
0%  -59%   = F retake 121 

 
 
 

 
From the state of Colorado (CCCS):  A minimum of 5 essays is required (one is a presentation).  Students 
must turn in all essays in order to pass the class. Each essay must show a developed thesis and follow 
MLA format.  At least one essay must include MLA citations on a Works Cited page.  No handwritten final 
essay will be accepted.   
 
Cell phones/distractions 
The atmosphere of my classes reflects the respect students have for the learning process.  Anything that 
interrupts my ability to teach or students' ability to learn will not be tolerated.  Because I am magnanimous, 
owners of cell phones that go off during class will simply take a “minus” for behavior for the day.  Repeated 
offenses will result in confiscation of your phone for the class or the day, with a parent having to retrieve it.  
Don’t let it happen to you!   
 
Plagiarism 
Don't plagiarize.  It's not worth it, as a student who in connection with his or her studies plagiarizes will earn 
a failing grade for the paper, and maybe for the class.  Further academic sanctions are possible.  There is 
no distinction between intentional and unintentional plagiarism.  Students are responsible for reading and 
being familiar with the class texts' discussion and examples of plagiarism.   
 
Tutoring 
In addition to our wonderful AVID tutors here at Odyssey, The Writing Center at PPCC offers students 
personal instruction in the areas of critical thinking, critical reading, English as a Second Language, and 
effective writing at our four campus locations.  PPCC offers one-to-one conferencing, online tutoring 
(wow!!!), and computer assisted instruction for students enrolled in any course, not just English Composition.  
You may actually go in person (or call) to make an appointment (Centennial Campus, A-311, 502-3510; The 
Downtown Studio, DT-215, 502-3530; or at Rampart, N-202, 502-3520).  If you go there, you need your S 
number; our counselors here have that for you, if you don’t know it.  You may e-mail the centers at 
owl@ppcc.edu or find them online at PPCC and the Writing Center link.  You can use the online features in 
class and at home.  

mailto:owl@ppcc.edu
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ATTENDANCE, PREPAREDNESS, AND PARTICIPATION  
(Please refer to the ECHS Policies Guide for details. That form requires signatures.) 
 
To get the most out of this class, attend every class, be on time, and be prepared to 
discuss your work with others in a group or whole class setting.  Often, the most 
important information and communication occurs at the beginning and end of class.  Per 
ECHS policy, students who arrive between one and five minutes of class beginning 
constitute tardy.  A tardy of over half an hour constitutes an absence.  I will call home if 
talking to you produces no changes. 
  
Absences will affect your knowledge and your grade, as there are some activities which 
require in-class participation and cannot be made up.  Because of missed assignments 
and lack of understanding caused by excessive absenteeism, students who miss more 
than 10% of class meetings will be considered chronically absent. I will call home at 
four absences. If you do happen to miss class when something is due, email it to 
me for the same credit that it would receive if you had been present.  
  
I will be glad to help a student if he or she has missed multiple classes because of a 
traumatic experience or hospitalization. If this happens, I will need documentation for your 
hospitalization/family emergency of over three days. The documentation will help me 
make an informed decision and provide an explanation for any exemption I may grant. 
  
Participation Grading:  After each class meeting, I take a few minutes to record for each 
of you a check, a plus, a minus, or a zero in my grade book. 
 
 Check (Average) means that you seemed to come to class prepared. You seemed to 

follow the discussion, and your body language seemed to encourage others in the 
class to share their insights. You probably made a comment or two—or you may have 
remained silent, but you were prepared and engaged. Your presence was productive. 

 
+   Plus (Above Average) means that you satisfied all of the criteria for a check. However, 

you also contributed in explicit and effective ways to the class discussion or work. 
Perhaps you made several appropriate comments (and you were also attentive to the 
needs of others to participate). Perhaps you made only a few comments, but these 
were of such quality that they moved the class in good and productive directions. 

 
-    Minus (Below Average) means that you came to class, but you either didn't seem 

prepared or your presence detracted, in however small a fashion, from the quality of 
class experience for others. Perhaps you came late or left early.  Perhaps you read 
other material, slept, or browsed online. Perhaps you muttered or talked or had some 
behaviors that discouraged others from talking. A minus, obviously, is a cause for 
concern, so I'll talk to you if I see this happening more than a couple of times.  If the 
problem continues, disciplinary action will ensue.  

 
0     Zero means, alas, that you didn't show up at all. Limit these to emergencies only!
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ENG 121 Schedule Assignment Points FA18 at ECHS 

(This is a general outline.  Details will be provided in class and are subject to change.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
Suggestive Dates   Project            Grade/Point Value 

 
 

August 20 and 21  Diagnostic In-Class Essay      no grade 
    Grammar Diagnostic 

 
 

Aug 22-Sept 7  Course Introduction    160 
    Summary/Paraphrase  
    Close Reading Strategies 
    Concise Writing 
    Contextualization 
    MLA Formatting and Citation 

In-Class Warm-ups and other misc.      
 

 
Sept 10-28   Essay #1:  Basic Argument  160  
    Techniques of Invention 
    Principles of Argument 
    Thesis and Paragraph Development 
    Rhetorical Situations 
    Revision and Editing 

In-Class Warm-ups and other misc.     
 
    
Oct 1-19   Essay #2:  Rhetorical Analysis  160  
    Critical Reading 
    Elements of a Rhetorical Analysis 
    Integrating Sources 
    The Analytical Thesis 
    Analysis of the Paragraph Level 

In-Class Warm-ups and other misc.    
   

    
 
 

Aug 22:  Class Begins 
Sept 10:  Drop Deadline 

Important dates  Nov 1:  Withdraw Deadline 

Nov 19-23: Fall Break 
Dec 19:  Last Day of Class 
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Oct 22-Nov 9   Essay #3:  Image Analysis Unit  160   

     Media use 
    Hooks in Advertising 
    Color Theory 
    Layout and Design 
    Presentation 
    Public Speaking and Presentation 

In-Class Warm-ups and other misc.    
    

 
Nov 12- Dec 7  Essay #4:  Synthesis   160   
    In-depth Library Research  

Perfecting MLA  
In-Class Warm-ups and other misc.    

   
 
Dec 10-19   Essay #5:  Reflective Essay  125  

(Culmination of Various Exercises  
Experienced Throughout the Semester) 
In-Class Warm-ups and other misc. 

        
Final Revision      75 

 
              

                 Total Points in Class:  1,000  
 
 
 

 
SIGNATURE LINES  (For 5 points extra credit!!) 
 
Student:  I understand that this is an intense, rigorous, college class.  I understand how my 
work/performance will be evaluated.  I know when I can contact my teacher for help or to submit work 
online.  I also understand the policies and procedures (and consequences…ahem…cell phones) 
outlined in this document.  
 

________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian:  I understand that my student is in a college class, and she/he should try to resolve 
issues with the instructor first, advocating for him/herself, using a mature, problem-solving process.  I 
also understand that I am free to contact the instructor with questions.  I understand the expectations 
and consequences regarding the cell phone policy, and I will contact the office for emergencies, not my 
student. 

 
________________________________ 

 


